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Gardner’s interest in magic grew from an early age 
– when his father showed him a card trick. 

Gardner became an expert and contributed original 
work to the field. His most impressive work, 

Encyclopedia of Impromptu Magic, contains 600 
pages of magic tricks using only everyday objects. 
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Gardner always explains the 
mathematics behind his 
tricks, often using a deck 

of cards to illustrate 
mathematical concepts.
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