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Gardner’s interest in magic grew from an early age

— when his father showed him a card trick.
Gardner became an expert and contributed original
work to the field. His most impressive work,
Encyclopedia of Impromptu Magic, contains 600
pages of magic tricks using only everyday objects.
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tricks, often using a deck -
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. S l
O Ca rd S to I I I u St rate Amdgidav‘ arranges a deck of cards so that the black and
red cards alter:

g
nate. She cuts the deck about in half, making sure
that the bottom cards of each half are not the same color. Then she
o allows you to riffle-shuffle the two halves together, as thoroughly or
carelessly as you please. When you're done, she picks the first two
l I I at h e l I l a t I Ca I CO n Ce pt S O cards from the top of the deck. They are a black card and a red card
(not necessarily in that order). The next two are also a black card and
a red card. In fact, every succeeding pair of cards will include one of

each color. How does she do it? Why doesn't shuffling the deck pro-
duce a random sequence?
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